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EASY SPANISH READER. Hatheway and Berge-Soler. 
XI+386 pp. The Macmillan Co., New York, 1919. 

The book is intended by its authors for secondary schools and 
is designed to meet their needs; that is to say, the need for a large 
amount of very easy reading material based on the experiences 
of every-day life. This is sound psychologically and practically 
as easy material lends itself to rapid reading, repetition and drill; 
a large amount of material fixes impressions; and material based 
on every-day life makes a vivid appeal to the child mind. The 
authors have done a very striking thing in thus relating the thing 
to be learned to those daily activities and experiences which are 
of most vital interest to the high school student. 

The Easy Spanish Reader is in fact a kind of juvenile story of 
American boys and girls at work and at play: a thread of narrative 
interspersed with sprightly dialogue and description. Country 
life is pictured in detail with its barn-yards, its fields, orchards 
and recreations; the rush of city life with its elevated railroads, 
hotels, parades, department stores; school life with its geometry 
and history lessons. Woven into this are expositions dealing with 
animal life, natural products, trades and industries. It will 
readily be seen that the book is based on things already experienced 
or actually being experienced by the student. 

Being thus related to his natural interests and knowledge it is 
not surprising that the Easy Spanish Reader is almost entirely 
lacking in Spanish background. American atmosphere is 
apparent not only in the subject-matter but also in the language 
and style of the book. This, however, is largely due to the 
pedagogical plan underlying the reader. The authors, for 
instance, deliberately use the Vd. form thruout, a desirable device 
pedagogically speaking, but contrary to Spanish usage. Again, 
in the chapters on the passive voice and the progressive form of 
the verb their zeal in the presentation of these topics betrays 
them into woodenness. Here and there, too, one may notice a 
slight exaggeration of word and idiom. There is much to be 
said, however, in favor of non-Spanish subject-matter in an 
elementary reader. In the first place, familiar material gives 
the student an opportunity to concentrate on the mechanics 
of the language he is learning instead of scattering his efforts in 
an attempt to express something he does not know in a language 
he does not know. Furthermore, after the foundation has been 
laid for a grammatical command of the foreign language, based on 
a well balanced vocabulary, the student can in a very short time 
and with much less effort familiarize himself with the life and 
customs of the country. 

In the reader under discussion we undoubtedly have a well 
balanced vocabulary. The language is an ingenious mixture of 
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the practical and the literary. The practical vocabulary — which 
by the way, is a most usable one — is introduced by means of 
a dialogue, narration and exposition; the literary, by means of 
description: of things, persons, animals and manners; even by 
vivid narration. The vocabulary is large. There are about 
3500 words in the book. The constructions, however, remain 
simple thruout, so that the pedagogical problem resolves itself into 
the acquisition of vocabulary. 

The book is divided into four main parts, the perennial spring, 
summer, autumn and winter. It has 302 pages of text divided 
into 49 chapters or lessons varying in length from 2 to 12 pages. 
The book is too long for intensive study thruout, but large parts 
of it can be assigned for rapid reading outside of class, or used for 
sight reading in class. The book is well adapted for sight reading 
as there is a large amount of very easy dialogue. 

Accompanying each chapter is a grammar topic for emphasis 
or review; a cuestionario, and a (etna. To call the attention 
of the student to the illustrations of the grammatical principle 
in the text the authors have had recourse to the device of printing 
in heavy type the word or words under consideration. The teacher 
will have to guard against the temptation on the part of students 
to emphasize such words in reading, thus destroying the rhythm 
of the Spanish sentence. The authors by means of these reviews 
stress practically the whole field of Spanish grammar with the 
following exceptions: the position of adjectives; the personal a; 
pero and sino; apocopation; the sequence of tenses; substitutes 
for the passive; the dependent subjunctive. The grammatical 
reviews in parts I and II are good. In part III, five chapters are 
devoted to the progressive form of the verb. One feels that this 
is unnecessary and hardly justifiable. In part IV, five chapters 
are devoted to the regular passive. No substitutes are introduced. 
Since the reflexive and impersonal forms of the verb are used more 
than the regular passive by all Spanish-speaking people, the 
authors' treatment of this subject lacks balance. The cuestionarios 
which appear at the end of the lessons consist of short, simple 
questions based on the text. The authors boldly launch forth 
with 32 questions on 2 pages of text, but later their ardour de- 
creases, due to the increasing amount of dialogue in the text. 
The questions are not meant to be exhaustive, leaving the teacher 
free to develop further along the lines suggested. The short 
tema which follows the questions is composed of English sentences 
to be translated into Spanish. They do not add materially 
to the value of the book. It is to be regretted that the authors 
have not included other exercises. A variety of exercises for 
purposes of drill on vocabulary and grammatical forms would add 
greatly to the value of the reader. 
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The vocabulary is very complete. It gives all irregular verb 
forms; the articles with the nouns; a great many idiomatic expres- 
sions; and the grammatical notes. The book has no notes except 
those appearing in the vocabulary. The following corrections 
might be made in the vocabulary: p. 307, el denuedo translated 
dash would be clearer if translated boldness; p. 331, los narices, 
probably a misprint for las narices; p. 334, port&til, step-ladder : 
the necessary dash to supply escalera has evidently been omitted; 
p. 340, graznar, translated gobble should be croak, cackle; p. 347, 
labor able translated for work would be clearer if translated workable, 
tillable; p. 362, el policia for policeman is a neologism — substitute 
el guardia civil. 

The reader is attractive in appearance. The print is large. 
Sixteen pictures illustrate the text and correlate with it. Such 
outstanding features as (1) simple constructions, (2) grammatical 
reviews, and (3) a well balanced, broad vocabulary will undoubt- 
edly recommend the Easy Spanish Reader for Junior High School 
use. 

Dorothy Schons 
The University of Texas 



